New Orleans Police Hunt 
2d Sniper in Hotel Ducts 



By MARTIN WALDRON 

Special to The New York Times 




NEW ORLEANS, Jan: 8— The 



police stormed a sniper strong- 
hold on the roof of the Down- 
town Howard Johnson’s Motor 
| Lodge today. But they found 
only the body of. a sniper who 
was shot to death last night 
and not the second gunman 
they had said they thought was 
holed up there. 

The police then announced 
that the will-o’-the-wisp sniper 
who eluded them was apparent- 
ly hidden somewhere ip the 
building. 

“He is very much alive and 
capable of shooting,” Superin- 



tendent of Police Clarence Gia- 
russo said after the assault on 
the roof, which was televised 
nationally. 

| Weary policemen, chilled by 
! near-freezing temperatures and 
a 20-mile-an-hour wind, began 
tearing open the hotel’s air- 
[conditioning ducts searching for 
'the elusive gunman, who with 
his partner had killed six per- 
sons — including three police- 



men — and wounded 15 others. 

Earlier, the police had re- 
ported 10 persons dead, but this 
morning they discovered they 
had been counting several 
bodies twice. 

One of the snipers was 
killed last night by policemen 
in a Marine helicopter. Using 
tracer bullets, they riddled the 
man with heavy caliber bulle 
as he stood on the hotel roof 
and fired back at the aircraft. 
Witnesses, said that he shouted 
“Power to the people” before 
the shooting started. 

As of early tonight the body 
of the dead sniper had not 
been identified and was still 
atop the hotel. 

William Guste, Louisiana At- 
torney General, outraged by 
the latest in a long series of 
attacks on New Orleans police, 
demanded an investigation by 
the Justice Department. Mr. 
Guste said he was -convinced 
that the snipers were part of 
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Two policemen help officer, wounded in afternoon as- 
sault, past air vent riddled with holes. Sniper shot Sun- 
day lies between parts of his rifle, destroyed in assault 
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New Orleans policemen firing at a cubicle on the roof of the motor lodge where they thought a sniper was hiding. On 
top of the cubicle, top left, an officer opens a cover to check inside air conditioning equipment. , 
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a “nationwide conspiracy” to 
murder policemen. 

In addition to the three dead 
policemen, 10 others were; 
wounded by gunfire or were 
injured during the first 36 hours 
of the gun battle, which began 
shortly after 10 A.M. yesterday. 

The authorities believe that 
fires set in the hotel yesterday 
were set deliberately to bring 
policemen within rifle range of 
the waiting gunmen. 

The dramatic attack that un- 
folded on the hotel roof this 
afternoon was all day in the 
planning. 

The police had decided to 
storm the roof at dawn but 
delayed making the assault 
when a Marine helicopter was 
fired on as it circled the build- 
ing in the rain and darkness at 
5 A.M. 

Hit by Bullets 

One policeman in the aircraft 
was said to have been wounded 
by gunfire from the roof. The 
police said that two others 
were hit by bullets as they 
made their way to the roof up 
a stairwell. 

The police refused to believe 
that there was only one gun- 
man, the man shot down from 
the helicopter last night. 

“There is a second sniper,” 
said Superintendent Giarusso. 
“He is now holed up in an air- 
conditioning unit between the 
swimming pool sundeck level 
and the roof level on the south 
rampart side of the building.” 

But a search of the major 
air-conditioning ducts failed to 
turn up the sniper. 

The planned dawn attack was 
postponed until noon to allow 
the police more time to get in 
position inside the building. 
They worked their way up, foot 
by foot, inside the stairwells 
to seal off possible escape 
routes. 

In preparation for moving 
onto the roof, the police, using 
rifles, shot a hole through the 
side of the rooftop boiler room, 
which has a painted sign on 
it reading: “Downtown Howard 
Johnson’s Motor Lodge.” 

Tore Into Concrete 

The riflemen aimed their fire 
at the top of the “H” and the 
heavy slugs tore a footwide 
hole through the six-inch con- 
crete wall. 

A policeman in one of the 
Marine helicopters the shot tear- 
gas canisters at the hole. One 
canister went into the boiler 
room, and wisps of tear gas 
could be seen coming out of 
the vents. A half-dozen other 
canisters missed and fell into 
the swimming pool area on the 
eighth floor where the tear gas 
was caught up by a brisk wind 
and whipped away. 

The police said that they had 



| not used their biggest fire 
; power — 20-mm. cannon to at- 
tack the concrete stairwell 
bunkers for fear that a shell 
would miss and hit another 
.building or land in a nearby 
residential section. 

A. proposal that a mortar be 
used also was decided against 
for the same reason. 

The advance on the roof be- 
gan with a policeman climbing 
into the boiler rom through a 
hole cut in the floor. 

Inside the 60-foot-Iong con- 
crete structure, he examined 
the roof by holding a mirror 
for a small view. When he saw 
no movement, other policemen 
began to slip onto the roof from 
a concrete block stairwell 
bunker on the southern edge of 
the hotel. 

Wearing flak jackets and 
bulletproof vests, they scurried 
to the side of the structure 
housing the boiler room. 

As they hurried into position, 
they passed the sprawled body 
of the Negro man shot to death 
last night. The body had holes 
in the torso and legs and was 
lying face upward. 

The first wave of policemen 
started on a stairwell bunker 
on the northern side of the 
roof. They had thought that a 
sniper was hidden in an alcove 
there. He was not. 

Other policemen .then began 
to attack the air-conditioning 
room, which adjoins the boiler 
room. A metal door leading 
into it from the top was locked 
from the inside and resisted 
efforts to pry it open. 

An attempt to blast open a 
side door with gunfire also 
failed. Four of the attacking 
officers were wounded when 
struck by flying pieces of con- 
crete knocked from the struc- 
ture by the bullets. 

Ax Opens Door 

The door on top was finally 
opened by a policeman who 
sprung it by slashing at it with 
an ax. Like the boiler room 
and the stairwell bunkers, there 
was no sniper in the air-condi- 
tioning room. 

The search of the air-condi- 
tioning ducts then began. 

An employe of the hotel said 
there were scores of places in- 
side the several-hundred-room 
hotel in which a man could 
hide. Every bathroom has a 
trapdoor in it, the employe said. 

Much of the normal com- 
merce of New Orleans, a busy 
post city of about one million 
population, was shut down for 
the day because of the sniper. 
The police closed off a 50-block 
area, including I Shell Square, 
a high rise in which 17,050 neo- 
ple worked. One school and 
several hospital clinics were 
closed. 

Several banks and financial 
houses near the hotel did not 
open today after the police dis- 



covered that some of the shots 
they were firing into the hotel 
were ricocheting long distances. 

Today, the police pieced to- 
gether some of yesterday’s 
chain of events, hey gave the 
following account: 

One gunman stationed him- 
self on the top floor of the 
motel and one was on the 
eighth floor. A sundeck and a 
swimming pool are on the 
eighth-floor level. 

The two men began setting 
fires in vacant rooms at about 
10:15 A.M 

One of them forced a couple 
from Roanoke, Va., Mr. and 
Mrs. Robert Speagall, to lie on 
the floor in their room and 
then shot them in their right 
eyes, killing them. 

A hotel maid reported to an 
assistant manager that a light- 
complexioned Negro with a 
rifle was setting fires in the 
hotel. The assistant manager, 
Frank Schneider, went to in- 
vestigate. He was later found 
dead on the 11th floor. 

Another hotel guest, Robert 
Beamish, 43, was shot in the 
stomach as he fled from the 
gunmen and hid in the swim- 
ming pool on the eighth floor. 
Mr. Beamish was forced to 
tread water for more than 
three hours before the police 
were able to rescue him. He 
was rported to be in critical 
condition today. 

Fireman on Ladder Shot 

Firemen responded to alarms 
at the motel shortly after 
10:30 A.M. The first indication 
outside the hotel that there 
were snipers in the building 
cafhe when a fireman was shot 
as he climbed up a ladder. 

As the police responded to 
a call for help, the snipers 
opened fire from the eighth 
floor and the top floor. A dozen 
or so persons, most of them 
firemen or policemen, were 
wounded in the first few 
minutes, the ploice reported. 

Gerry Arnold, a photographer 
for The New Orleans Times- 
Picayune, said he was in a 
small park in front of the hotel 
when the shooting started. A 
police sergeant fell seriously 
wounded at his feet. 

“I’m going to die, I’m going 
to die,” the sergeant moaned 
as Mr. Arnold went to his aid. 

The photographer said that 
he cradled the wounded man 
in his arms, saying to him, “No 
baby, you’re not going to die. 
Don’t worry about it. They’re 
going to get you out.” 

An ambulance driver was 
wounded by the sniping as he 
came to help carry out the 
sergeant. 

As the day wore on. hundreds 
of policemen, including state 
troopers and county deputies 
as well as city patrolmen, sur- 
rounded the motor lodge and 
(periodically exchanged gunfire 
with the hidden snipers. 



Police riflemen crouched atop 
nearby buildings and sent a 
rain o.f bullets into the motel as 
terrified guests huddled in hall- 
ways and in the lobby. It was 
late in the day before most of 
the guests could be moved from 
the building. 

Believing that the snipers had 
holed themselves up in con- 
crete bunkers on the northern 
and southern ends of the roof, 
the police borrowed helicopters 
from the Naval Air Station at 
suburban Belle Chase and, 
using the craft as mobile plat- 
forms, fired hundreds, perhaps 
thousands, of rounds into the 
bunkers, blasting large holes 
in them. 

The police inside the building 
attempted to work their way 
to the roof, using stairs along- 
side the elevator shaft. One 
patrolman, Michael Burl, got 
to the top floor where the gun- 
men began to shoot at him, ac- 
cording to the police account. 

Patrolman Burl leaped into 
an elevator shaft and slid down 
the elevator cable for 16 floors, 
almost 180 feet, before losing 
his grip. He suffered back in- 
juries when he fell. 

Floodlights in Rain 

As darkness descended yes- 
terday, the police shined porta- 
ble floodlights on the hotel. A 
cold, misting rain and low-fly- 
ing clouds lent a ghostly hue 
to the scene. 

Policemen reported that they 
could hear the two gunmen in 
the hotel talking to each other. 
It sounded at times that there 
might be three persons, one of 
them possibly a woman, they 
said. 

About 10 o’clock last night, 
the police made a second full- 
scale assault on the roof from 
one of the Marine helicopters. 
As they concentrated their fire 
on the bunker on the southern 
end of the roof, a sniper began 
firing back, they said. 

Apparently driven from the 
bunker by red tracer bullets, 
the sniper ran out onto the 
roof. He was cut down by the 
heavy-caliber bullets, sprawled 
on his back about 30 feet from 
the bunker. Observers esti- 
mated that after he fell, he 
was shot 100 times. 

The police inside the build- 
ing said that they heard the 
man shout “power to the peo- 
ple” before the clatter of the 
helicopter’s machine guns 
drov/ned out his voice. 

After the helicopter pass was 
ended, a silence, deepened by 
the rain and gloom, fell on the 
bullet-scarred hotel. Then the 
police said they could hear a 
second sniper calling them to 
“come and get me” and shout- 
ing “power to the people.” 

A review of television cov- 
erage of the police search 
appears on television page. 
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Police sharpshooters firing into an opening of a shaft on the roof of the New Orleans motor lodge 
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